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The City Manager, Wendy Jean-Buhrer Oct 2022
September brought exciting happenings here in the City!  Grand Blanc Marketplace is a development 15 years in

the making! In October, Grand Blanc Marketplace (Former Kmart (west)/Farmer Jack (east) plaza) began
demolition and reconstruction of the Farmers Jack side and the new outlot building. The former Farmers Jack side
is planned to hold up to 7 suites for businesses and offices. The outlot, which will be at the corner of Saginaw Road

and Bella Vista Drive, can hold up to 3 suites. 
 

Grand Blanc Marketplace will be revising their site plan and presenting it to the Planning Commission. Soon
thereafter, demolition will begin on the Kmart side. A few of the new amenities of the whole site will be

landscaped islands in the parking lot, sidewalks along the Bella Vista strip, a new fence along the back side of the
plaza, and streetscape improvements.

 
Elevations

 
The County’s and City’s first biergarten, the Garden Building of Grand Blanc, received MEDC grant funding of

$4.95 million. The Garden Building of Grand Blanc is a local group of investors who the City has been working with
since early 2020. The Garden Building will be located at the northwest corner of Reid and Grand Boulevard.

Physicians Park view

NW corner of Reid Road and 
Grand Boulevard

Reid Road North view

Erik Perkins, one of The Garden Building investors, explained the journey of this project. “To create a destination
required us to ask a lot of questions of business owners, residents and of government leadership. We invested in the

time it takes to ask these questions, listen and make changes,” Perkins said. “We deeply explored questions like 
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 ‘Why would people want to visit or spend more time in Grand Blanc?’ So today, I believe                                           

the excitement we feel around a new development in Grand Blanc is the byproduct of a dynamic public and
private partnership."

 
Perkins stated why he developed in the heart of the downtown. “We repeatedly heard the combination of live,

work and play can work here in Grand Blanc. So, the development is designed to recruit the types of tenants that
provide or function under one or more of these principles. In doing so, our development can fulfill its purpose of

fostering connection with each other. At the root, this means a sense of love and belonging, which ultimately
creates community.” The Garden Building of Grand Blanc will bring about 75 jobs to the downtown once it is

constructed over the next 24 months. 
 

McAlister’s Deli construction is moving along steadily. It is anticipated that an opening will be in April/May 2023.
Planning Commission worked with the developers of McAlister’s Deli to minimize traffic issues and adding

lighting bollards at the site for a unique look.
 

On September’s Planning Commission agenda, the rezoning for 11635 S. Saginaw Street, 11643 S. S. Saginaw Street
and two vacant parcels, was approved. The meeting also had site plan reviews of Queen’s Meadows and Queen’s

Highlands. The Planning Commission did not approve either site plan due to significant items remaining in
question. The Queen’s Highlands and Queen’s Meadows site plan reviews will be on the Planning Commission

agenda on October 17th. Please refer to the City’s website for any new action. The website is updated whenever
new information is received or approved at the Planning Commission or City Council meetings. The Planning

Commission meetings are the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30pm.
 

As developments occur, the City and the DDA are increasingly aware that parking, traffic flow, and pedestrian
traffic must be addressed. The City and DDA are partnering together to conduct a Mobility Study in the

downtown area, along with a $27,000 grant from MEDC. The study will serve as a vision and guide to create a 
     balanced downtown transportation system that provides mobility choices and contributes to a place where

people want to continue to invest time and money. Mobility choices mean that everyone has the option to walk,
bike, ride, transit, or drive in a safe and comfortable environment. 

 
                                                            This fiscal year, 2023, the City received over $707,598 in grants for projects and/or  
                                                                    items for use in the Police Department, Water and Sewer projects, and the Fire 
                                                                  Department. The City is awaiting notice of over $1,031,059 in grants for Water 

                                and Sewer projects and Fire and Police Department supplies.
 

                                                             The City is always looking at for grant opportunities to free up our
                                                                            resources in one area to do projects in other areas or reduce the impact of

water and sewer rate increases. 
 

                          It is our goal to have a City where you can Connect – Grow – Become!
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It is hard to believe autumn is upon us. The leaves are already changing and leaf pick up can’t be far behind. The City
is buzzing with construction and the holidays are fast approaching. Remember to check out the times for the City-
sponsored Light Shows on Grand Boulevard. A Halloween show will be presented the month of October and then a

Holiday Light show will follow in November/December. There is no admission charge, but please bring a
non perishable donation for FISH to help our neighbors. 

Check out the beautiful new murals that will be painted over the next several weeks. We will have three new
paintings: one on the L and L Dance Studio off of Perry Road, one on the Saginaw Street side of Dollar Tree, and a

third on the restrooms at Physicians Park. 
Much has been happening at the McFarlen Library. There is new landscaping, the bathrooms 

have been refurbished, and the entry doors and parking lot are now

From the Mayor's Desk, October 2022



Page 3

Did you know?

Keep Them Clear
If there is a fire hydrant near your home, do your

part to keep it accessible during the winter by doing
the following:

Remove any ice and snow
Clear a path from the hydrant to
the street

Clear a wide enough perimeter
around the fire hydrant for
firefighters to work, about 3
feet around the entire hydrant 

Thank you for your help in keeping our city safe!

The ice rink usually opens on the night 
of our winter event . This year Winterfest will be on
December 1st. We hope the weather cooperates

enough for us to open the ice rink that day for the
season. 

 For anyone mailing taxes, please be aware that
postmark dates are NOT accepted 

as the date received.

Winter taxes are sent out December 1st.
 All unpaid 2022 taxes are due by February 28th. Any

taxes left unpaid after February 28th will be turned over
to the County Treasurer's Office 

on March 1st.

Winter Tax Reminder
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Winterfest 2022

 
 

We invite you to join us on Thursday, December
1st from 6-9PM. 

 
We will have our annual tree lighting at 6:00PM in

Physicians Park. 
 

The skating rink may be open - weather
dependent.

 
The Grand Chalet Shoppes will be open with

unique gift items. 
 

Stroll through the downtown shops, restaurants
and businesses. 

 
There will be other vendors set up on the Cul-de-

Sac of Grand Boulevard. 
 

The Grand Boulevard Light Show will be on as a
walkable show.

 
We will have ice sculptures on display. 

 
The most exciting part of the event - Santa, Mrs.

Claus and face painting elves will be in
attendance.

 
More details to follow on our Facebook and

websites. We are hosting this event in
partnership with the Grand Blanc Chamber of

Commerce. 
 

If you would like to get involved, please contact
Christina - cirwin@cityofgrandblanc.com 

or 810-694-1118

 compliant with the American Disability Act. We are ever so pleased and proud to have this                                    
great community asset updated. Thanks to our City Manager, Wendy Jean-Buhrer, for her grant writing abilities which

saved the City and Township thousands in taxpayer dollars for the McFarlen Library improvements.
It is wonderful to finally see change occur at the old K-Mart Plaza. It represents years of earnest, sustained, relentless

effort on the part of your city government.
November 8 is election day. Please remember to vote. There is no greater patriotic duty. Absentee ballots are

available upon request (call City Hall) and the polls are open from 7AM til 8PM on Tuesday, November 8th. 

Sincerely,   Susan Soderstrom
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Check our website for updates
 on all upcoming dates and events.

General Election 
Tuesday November 8th

Polls Open 7:00am-8:00pm
 

Precinct 1, 2, 4 Senior Center (12632 Pagels Dr)
Precinct 3 Fire Dept (117 High St)

 
If you would like to vote by absentee ballot,

return your signed ballot application 
to our office.

 
A voter must sign the absentee ballot

envelope (the purple envelope) for the ballot
to be accepted & counted.

 
Postmarks cannot be accepted as the date

received. All absentee ballots must be
received at our office by 8:00pm on election

day to be counted.

Grand Boulevard Christmas Light Show Schedule 
7-10pm Fridays and Saturdays December 2nd - December 31st 

Light show volunteers will collect cash, food and non-perishable donations for FISH

Upcoming Dates

City Council Meeting -  November 9th
City Hall Closed - November  11th

Planning Commission -  November 21st
City Hall Closed - November 24th & 25th
City Council Meeting -  December 14th

Planning Commission -  December 19th
City Hall Closed - December 23rd & 26th

City Hall Closed - December 30th 
& January 2nd
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Pet Etiquette in 
City Parks

Our city parks are for everyone to enjoy,
including our four legged friends! 

So we may all enjoy the parks to their fullest,
please keep in mind that the following is

covered under city ordinances:

For more information on city ordinances concerning
pets and animals, visit the cityofgrandblanc.com

pets should be leashed at all times and not be
allowed to run uncontrolled
always immediately clean up after your pet
goes potty
pets should not chase, bite, or bark towards
other park goers

Pets should not create offensive odors or
excessive noises

Thank you to all of our furry friends for
helping keep our parks clean and fun for
every one of our visitors!

According to Ordinance 450.01, no vehicle or
trailer shall be parked on the street between 2 am
and 6 am for longer than 3 minutes, if loading or
unloading passengers, or 30 minutes, if loading,

unloading, or delivering property.
 

This is especially important to remember for
services such as leaf pickup and snow plowing, as

the trucks need to have access to the street.
 

Thank you in advance for your understanding and
cooperation in keeping our streets cleared!

Overnight Street Parking


